Orphaned and vulnerable to infection, undernutrition and early death: increasing threats to infants and children.
Infants and young children in Guinea-Bissau who were made motherless had much higher mortality rates than a control group of subjects. Child mortality was higher in rural than urban children and was highest under 2 y of age and within 6 mo of their mothers' deaths. The authors of this study, which appears elsewhere in this issue, suggest that premature weaning may contribute to this excess mortality. There are many causes of maternal mortality that can lead to motherlessness among infants and children, particularly in developing countries. Multifaceted approaches to the care of these children are needed to lessen their excessive mortality. Paediatricians have a potentially very important role in preventing this burden of childhood ill-health and deaths.